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| Space.e8 you 
far as our senses are ott An mens icin. 
y, that. there is not in the universe even a 
chasm in which we can slip a finger, without encounter- 
ing a spirit; so abundantly is the invisible people 
which constitute the most beautiful ornament of crea- 
tion, every where diffused, even in those places which 
you imagine mere wastes, because you do not there 
perceive the gross bodies of your suns and planets. 
And you demand that I prove the existence of pure 
spirits! This proof is of elementary simplicity, and is 
found in all treatises on theology. It is comprised in 
the principle which you just advanced. You concede 
that there should exist in the order of creation, beings 
more and more similar to God ; so much rather should 
it be admitted that the principal end of Deity in the 
things which he creates is the good which results from 
the assimilation of those things to himself. Now the 
perfect assimilation of the effect to the cause is evidently 
obtained, when the effect resembles the cause in the 
very quality by which the cause produces it. But then 
God produces creatures by his intelligence and his will ; 
then the perfection of the universe requires that there 
should be creatures in which shall exist intelligence and 
will; and these qualities being purely spiritual, the crea- 
tures in question should be so likewise. One can even say, 
in following an argument much more simple, that God’s 
nature being purely spiritual, it follows for the simili- 
tude, that there would be below him beings purely spir- 
itual also, Thus you see at the first step we reach the 
end. 
PHILOSOPHER. 


Your argument is but specious; and it is by rank 
abuse that your eatechetical theologians have acquired 
the habit of using it as so decisive a weapon before the 
eyes of their disciples. The Angelic Doctor in taking 
it as the point of departure for his dissertation, has 
no less committed the fault of considering it conclusive. 
Tn fact it does not suffice to demonstrate that spiritual 
creatures exist, if it be not demonstrated ‘at the same 
time, that these creatures, to be in rapport with each 
other and the material world, have no need of a covering 
analogous to what we call the body, and which we, who 
also unhesitatingly recognize ourselves as spiritual ex- 
istences, know so well that we are incapable of doing 
without. The proof that your great doctor (Dionysius) 
was not insensible of this fact, is that immediately fol- 
lowing the article you have quoted, he puts the ques- 
tion to know whether the angels have a body to which 
they are naturally conjoined. There is the important 
point. All angelic psychology is in some manner in- 
Yolved. If the angels, however spiritual they may be, 
are naturally allied to bodies, they re-enter simply into 
the general condition of men. If, on the contrary, the 
corporeal organization is entirely foreign to them, they 
constitute in the order of creation a genus absolutely 
distinct in all respects. ‘‘ The human soul requires to 
be united to a body,” says ‘La Somme,’ ‘“‘ because in 
the order of intellectual substances it is imperfect, and 
exists only as a, power, not having the fulness of 
knowledge in its nature, but drawing it from sensible 
objects by means of the bodily senses. Bat, in every 
class where we find something imperfect, we may look 
above it for something perfect in the same class. There- 
fore there are in intellectual nature certain substances 
perfectly intellectual, having no need to acquire knowl- 
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scholastics is exposed, if L mistake not, by the argu- 
ment which has just served me. It consists in the. 
assumption that the human soul represents an imperfect. 
being in the class of purely intellectual substances ; 
whereas, evidently it is so only in the class of intellec- 


tual corporeal substances. I cannot therefore agree 


with you with respect to the existence of superior beings 
purely spiritual, until you show me an imperfect being 
of that class. Meanwhile you will permit me, for I 
have logic on my side, to hold to my definition of the 
angelic nature, which is deduced from the development 
of human nature as it is known to be. 

Do you consider that the creation, thus bound by the: 
laws of matter, presents no longer for our admiration 
types sufficiently sublime? But I would remind you of 
what I have already intimated touching the magnificence 
which we have a right to conjecture in the corporeal 
beings that hover above us in the unknown spheres of 
the universe. Nothing of that which is repugnant to 
you here below, and makes you accuse our apparel of 
grossness, of weight, of resistanee, of hostility to the 
soul, is found there. All these taints of animality, 
which are the cause of our passions and vices, and 
which you attribute so gratuitously to the impulsions of 
the flesh, have disappeared. All the forces which con- 
cur to the establishment and support of the organs are 
at the disposition of the spirit, and obey it completely. 
Thanks to the power, complexity, and delicateness of 
the wondrous maze of endowments over which he reigns 
supreme, the being influences at will its neighbors, 
changes its place at pleasure, takes cognizance of the 
a word ob- 
serves, operates and converses freely hroughout the 
expanse of its celestial country, and, never wearying, 
passes from the activity which is its life, to the ecstasy 
of recognition and love which is its repose. Can you 
seriously withhold your admiration from a plan so mar- 
vellous? If not, why contest the universality of its 
operation, and thus destroy rather than admit the sublime 
unity of the population of the universe ? 

And upon the whole, whether you will or not, in 
order not to confound these pure essences with God, 
you are not the less reduced to give them bodies; for 
however spiritual you make them, you must still con- 
ceive them in a special place; otherwise they vanish as 
creatures, and are resolved into the Divine Mind.— 
Now I demand, what is this portion of space in which 
your angels are found ; which is their exclusive posses- 
sion ; since you declare that two of them cannot be at 
the same time in the same place; which, in a word, is 
their personal property—what is it, if not an actual 
body, how much soever you may sublimate it in the 
endeavor to place it beyond the pale of natural laws? 
The fundamental principle of corporeity consists in at- 
tributing to a determinate being a determinate portion 
of apace, and not in the manner of enjoying that space, 
which is evidently but secondary. “ Following what 
rule we will,” says ‘La Somme,’ *‘ by giving the angelie 
nature locality, you make it exist in corporeal space.” 

Exactly the same thing applies to the relation between 
the human soul and the corporeal space it oceupies ; 
accordingly your theorist does not neglect to pursue the 
analogy still further. “The soul,” he adds, “ is in the 
body as containing it, and not as being contained; and 
similarly, the angel is said to be in corporeal space, not 
Spek Warten but as containing it in some man- 
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choose to make “of it. “The cause of the Spiritaslists 
scarcely requires any more proofs, but the statement: 
therein, eudngivins rake of so high standing in soci- 
ety, and being so unique in all respects, ought to be, I 
think, recorded anew in the annals of Spiritualism. 

A GENUINE COPY OF A LETTER WRITTEN BY THE DUKE 
OF LAUDERDALE IN THE YEAR 1657. 


Sir, —It is sad that the Sadducean, or rather atheis- 
tical denying of spirits and their appuritions and pos- 
session of persons, should so far prevail, as I find it does 
at present. But why should we wonder at it in'such an 
age of infidelity as this, since those who will not believe 
Moses and the prophets we know will not be convinced 
though one should rise from the dead? But for me 
may Heaven ever defend me from such hardness of 
heart ; and indeed I account it no small merey to. me that I 
have had signal proof, and even ocular demonstration, 
of the truth of a real and. certain possession of spirits, 
which I propose a relation of as the business of this 
letter. 

There was some years since in the town of Dunoe in 
the Mers, a poor and ignorant woman who was general- 
ly believed to be possessed by an evil spirit. I myself 
often saw her, and never doubted it; and I well re- 
member that the minister of the place, a learned, ingen- 
ious and godly man, made no seruple of affirming the 
same to all persons, and himself often visited her, and 
readily attended strangers who, were desirous of the 


far as to apply to the king’s prixy council, to whom he 
also brought the written attestations of twenty neighbor- 
ing ministers to the truth of the fact, fora warrant to 
keep days of humiliation for her. The power of certain 
bishops, however, hindering at that time any such fasts 
to be kept, prevented this godly intention. 

These persons, moreover, were not to be made to be- 
lieve that this was a real possession. I wonder not, in- 
deed, at these gentlemen’s disbelief of possessions in gen- 
eral, if they have seen what I myself haye\of the base- 
ness and roguery of the Church of Rome in the tricks 
of this sort, in order to make a merit or miracle in dis- 
possessing, but think they might have given a fuller 
eredit to this, where there were the attestations of so 
many godly persons to the truth of a fact, and no intent 
of a sham dispossession or any other deceit. 

As to the pretended French miracles of this sort, I was 
myself, I remember, at London at the time when there 
were a thousand strange stories reported, and books 
written, about the possessions of the London nuns ; and 
being desirous to be an eye-witness of the truth, I 
went to see them, not doubting that it was possible for 
the devil to possess a nun as well as any other person. 
But alas! I was strangely disappointed, for this was no 
other than a trick, nor did I see anything there buta 
company of wanton wretches pretending to be possessed, 
singing many bawdy songs in French, and playing a 
thousand odd, indecent taicks, in which, however, though 
they had been well taught, they were nothing to com- 
pare to our tumblers and repe-dancers ; and one of them 
with the letters I. H. S. and Maria Joseph in her hand, 
which, they told us, were written by miracles, but which 
I am confident was done only by aguafortis. I was 
quite tired with this foolery, and spoke my mind em 
it pretty freely in the hearing of a certain Jesuit, 
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wo witch ph arin and. ‘spent some time in poh 
tion together without seeing anything of what we expect 
ed, for the woman showed no signs of anything extraor- 
dinary. The minister on this, almost out of patience, 
says to the knight in Latin, Nondumaudivimus spirit- 
um loquentem, “We have not yet heard the spirit 
speaking.” And on this, immediately there issued 
out of the woman’s mouth a voice in these words, Audis 
loquentem, audis loquentem,” ‘“ Thou now hearest him 
speaking, thou now hearest him speaking.” This from 
@ poor creature who, they were sensible, knew no tongue 
but her own, nor, in truth, the halfof that, put the min- 
ister into such an amazement, that I think it made him 
not mind his Latin, for he immediately took off his hat, 
and lifting his eyes up to heaven, cried out, “* Miserea~ 
tur Deus peccatoris,’ “The Lord have merey on the 
sinner.” On which the spirit, to show his skill in the 
language, immediately answered, ‘‘ Dic peecatricis, die 
peccatricis,” Say on this female sinner, say on this 
female sinner.” The spirit here corrects the minister’s 
false Latin. On this we were all perfectly satisfied of 
the truth of this report, and the reality of the possession, 
and this the more, because neither then, nor at any 
other time after, was there any attempt to dispossess her, 
and we all returned with great amazement to my father’s 
house at Thirlestaine castle. 
I am sir, your faithful friend and servant, 
LAvpERDALE. 


A WONDERFUL MAGICIAN. 

Paris correspondent thus recounts the astonishing | 
feats of a new hero in the world of magic :—‘* The won- 
ders of Signor Ragazzoni, whose approaching departure 
for London fills us with dismay, have been exhibited 
for the last time at the Tuileries. This wondrous mag- 
netizer, called the ‘man demon’ in Italy, has produced 
more surprising effects in magnetism than have ever 
been witnessed before. The experiment of striking 
senseless was repeated the other night at St. Cloud, and 
filled the beholders with amazement. Signor Ragazzoni 
placed himself at one end of the long gallery of the palace, 
upon receiving the indication, in writing, of the person 
chosen from among the company to serve as an example 
of his power, outstretched his hand toward the victim, 
who instantly fell, struck as with the lightning’s blast, 
stiff and senseless on the floor. So long as Ragazzoni 
80 willed it, did the patient remain thus stretched out be- 
fore him, to all appearance dead—for it seems that this 
magnetizer is the first whose power has been: strong 
enough to stop the pulsation of the heart. Another ges- 
ture, and the patient rises—wondering what has happen- 
ed, and why he is lying thus irreverently before impe- 
rial greatness on the ground. After the exhibition of 
these and other curious experiments, an Italian singer, 
just arrived from Florence, was introduced, under the 
auspices of the Princess Matilde, and sang with great 
eclat the andante of Vaccai’s bravora, ‘ Le Romeo.’ 
The.allegro followed, and the cantatrice was rushing 
from top to bottom of the clayier, sending out rockets 
and blazes of harmony, to the great delight and admira- 
tion of the company, x er “the Emperor, who was seated 
at the further end of the room, made a sign to Ragaz- 
zoni, who was standing at a distance behind the singer ; 
the ‘man demon ’ stretched forth his hand towards her, 
when suddenly, as if some infernal power had seized her 
Who | in its grasp, the singer paused, with staring mouth and 
eyes wide open—the note, unfinished, died away ; and, 
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in this circle? “No.” Are you [the spirit in com- 
munication] an entire stranger to all present ?”’ “ Yes.” 
“Will you give your name?” “ Yes.” These an- 
swers were all given by movements of the table when 
no member of the circle was touching it. Mr. Blan- 
chard then procured writing materials, and the spirit 
through the medium soon wrote his name —*‘ Francis 
Doveras.’’ No member of the company had ever 
been acquainted with a person answering to that name. 
Mr. B. asked the spirit how they were to identify him, 
and the spirit answered the question in the following 
words, which were distinctly written by the hand of the 
medium: ‘J was publisher and proprietor of the Eas- 
tern Argus iw 1820. IJ died in that year.” On inquiry 
being made as to the mode of testing the correctness of 
these statements, it was written —in the manner al- 
ready described —‘* Ask Eben Steel.” Mr. Blanchard 
observed that perhaps he might not recollect with’ cer- 
tainty, never having been himself connected with the 
Argus nor with the Newspaper Press. Following this 
suggestion, the spirit immediately wrote, “Ask Charles 
Holden.”’ Farther interrogatories were interrupted by 
a refusal on the part of the spirit to write more at that 
time. The invisible intelligence thus terminated the 
interview by saying, in substance, that what had been 
communicated was intended as a test, and that when 
they had ascertained the correctness of the preceding 
statements, the spirit would have more to say. 

The next morning after the occurrence of the inter- 
view already described, Mr. Blanchard met Mr. Holden 
in the street, and inquired who was the publisher and 
proprietor of the Zastern Argus in 1820 ; 


which one Mr. B. had in mind. Our friend thereupon 
signified that it made no difference ; that he would like 
to obtain any reliable information side peociag either. Mr. 
Holden said, “‘ Francis Douglas was publisher and pro- 
prietor of that paper in the early part of 1820, but he 
died by accident during that year”’ Mr. Blanchard in- 
quired how he could answer so promptly and with so 
much precision respecting events which transpired so 
many years ago. Mr. Holden remarked that perhaps 
there was not another man in Portland who could have 
answered the question with equal certainty ; many, he 
presumed, might be aware of the fact that Mr. Douglas 
was proprietor of the paper, and that he died about that 
time. ‘* But,” said he, “J have certain data to which 
Ican recur ; I entered that office as un apprentice in 
1819, and I know that Mr. Douglas died the next year, 
for I lived in his family at the time.” 


It may be proper to add in this connection, that Mr. 
Holden was associated with the Zastern Argus for many 
years, in the several capacities of apprentice to the 
printing business, journeyman compositor, publisher and 
editor, and that he dissolved his connection with that 
journal, in the latter capacity, only about two years sinee. 
It is also worthy of remark that Mr. Steel, to whom the 
spirit at first referred, was subsequently consulted by 
Mr. Blanchard. His recollection was not so clear, be 
he confirmed the most essential features of the spi irit’s 
statement, and said that Mr. Douglas died ay 
about the time mentioned in the communication, in con- 
sequence of an accidental injury, received while on an 
excursion among the islands in Casco Bay. — : 

Now, if Francis Douglas did not visit Mr. Blanchard’s 
house on the evening of the first instant, and there make 
the communications herein recorded, pray who was the 
unseen visitor oie we sae heaven or on earth 
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| Dear ‘Sep nite relbtive.t0. your dificalties. 
in, the.,invedtigation. of Spiritualism, and to your sub- 
scription to the Spiritualist, is before me. As to the 
litter subject I have only to say, that, in accordance 
with the terms of publication, the paper will be discon- 
tinued when the time paid for has expired, as I have 
no Wish to urge it upon ete ce se 
read it. 

In relation to the evidences of spt Aiveniandnaione I 
must say that my experience has been vastly different 
from yours. I never yet paid $50.00, nor even $5.00, 
to publie media, for evidences on this snbject ; yet such 
evidences have come to me with such frequency, abun- 
dance and positiveness, as to leave no question on the 
subject, any more than on that of my own existence.— 
Surely I have a thousand times better evidence that 
spirits disembodied (to use a common term) exist and 
have communicated with me in various ways, than I 
have that yow exist and wrote the letter that now lies 
before me. 

Bat, dear sir, I am aware that my. experience 
will not do for you, any more than yours will do for 
me, I must believe that which is proved to mn beyond 
a doubt, though you and all other men may fail to get 
the same proof; and I leave you and all other men to 
use your own judgment about depending on my tes- 
timony. 

Ido not know that your failure to obtain the requi- 
site evidence on this subject, implies any fault or any- 
thing censurable in yourself, and hence I have no cen- 
sure, no anathemas, to deal out upon you, after the 
fashion of religionists in general, because you believe 
not with me. Nor do I know that I can give the 
‘* satisfactory information” for which you ask. I will, 
however, respectfully ventnrew suggestion ortwo which: 
possibly may be of service. 

My investigations, during the last four years, into 
the philosophy of spirit-existence and manifestation, 
bave led me to the conclusion, that there are persons 
whose existing mental and physical states are such (aot 
necessarily from anything blameworthy in themselves, ) 
that t¢ is impossible, or nearly so, for them, as they 
are, to obtain satisfactory evidence of spiritual real- 
ities. The convincing demonstrations of spirit-power 
either cannot, in the nature of things, be wrought in 
their presence ; or, if wrought, their minds fail to seize 
upon them and perceive their significance. 

The principle involved in this is not peculiar to eyi- 
dences on this subject. It runs through all other mat- 
ters. Even the exact and positive science of mathe- 
matics meets with the same difficulty in some minds; 
Though itis true, that “figures don’t lie,” yet it is 
equally true, that some people do not know what fig- 
ures mean —and heuce even a mathematical demon- 
stration is no demonstration to them. 

To make clear what I mean: The relations of num- 


‘bers are perceived by a single mental faculty, called by 


phrenologists ‘‘caleulation.” A person who is very 
deficient in this organ cannot compute numbers, and 
hence cannot perceive for himself the conclusiveness of 
arithmetical proof. For example, that distinguished 
physiologist and phrenologist, Dr. George Combe, states 
of himself that he is specially wanting in this faculty 
it ga and hence cannot be convinced by 
mathematioa! proof depending om thiaorgan, He exc 
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in relation to these, as I 
continued search and endeavor, rather than by indiffer- 


ence and neglect. I therefore cannot see the propriety 


of your decision to ‘‘ drop the whole subject, and not. 


puzzle your brains any more’ with it.”” Though the ex- 
penditure of time and money on public media may be of 
little use in your present condition, yet I cannot under- 
stand how any thinking man can consent to “ drop ” 
from his consideration a subject of such mighty interest 
as the spiritual nature and relations of man ; or how 
any free mind can afford to be ignorant relative to the 
current facts of the great movement now agitating the 
civilized world on this subject. Moreover, I doubt 
if you can carry out your conclusion, however strenu- 
ously you may attempt it. Probably the more you try 
to sbut the subject out, the more it will force itself upon 
you. 

It is very possible, however, that it may be for your 
advantage for a time to turn your attention Jess to the 
search for external evidences, and more to the world 
within yourself. KEudeavor to understand the nature 
and powers of your own spirit—to learn how it mani- 
fests itself, and becomes cognizant of the manifestations 
of other embodied spirits—to ascertain wherein it is 
defective in development, and how its various faculties 
and susceptibilities may be more harmoniously unfolded ; 
and perhaps in due time you will be able to lay hold 
with a firm grasp, as others now do, upon the evidences 
which disembodied intelligences are able to give of their 
existence, presence, and love. 

Should this, however, fail to be the result, you will 


yet by this course have attained that which is better 
‘still} namely, personal sovL-Ctrrure,—which, I ap- 


prehend, is te all the great benefit, the ultimate usx, 
to be derived from intercourse with the beings of higher 
realms. 

Hoping these suggestions may not be altogether de- 
void of interest and value to you, 


I am truly yours, A. EL N, 


R. W. EMERSON AND THE SPIRITUALISTS. 
Mr. Emerson, in the last lecture of his recent series at Boston, 
spoke of the manner in which a great man’s thought diffuses itself, 
and gets respected, in a generation or two, widely and mechar‘cally. 
After using several other illustrations, he said that the law is 
strikingly revealed in the midnight fumblings over mahogany 
throughout the country now, to get at the secrets of the spiritual 
world. It always happens, he said, that whatever spirit is called 
up—Franklin, or Fenelon, or Napoleon, or Abd-el-Kader—it is 
always Swedenborg that answers. That isthe cow from which all 
the milk comes. 
The Spiritual Telegraph thus comments on the pre- 


ceding : 

The above paragraph, which is going the rounds of the news- 
papers, originally appeared in the Boston Transcript. We think 
the writer must have misunderstood Mr. Emerson. We have al- 
ways regarded that gentleman‘as occupying a position greatly 
above the sphere of narrow and ignorant prejudice, and we feel 
strongly inclined, on presumptive grounds, to defend him against 
the imputation of having ever given utterance to an assertion 
which even the moderately informed opposers of Spiritualism. 
know is so palpably untrue as the assertion that “ whatever 
spirit is called up, it is always Swedenborg that answers,” meaning, 
we suppose, that i ig corey Ae through whom the answer pur- 
ports to come. The factis, a unication is comparatively 

~seldom ‘received, which claims anllinlone either as its medium 
or its author. 

It was our privilege toreane tbe dostase af Ms, Emer- 
son, in which occurred the passage above partially re- 
ported. So far from casting ridicule upon Spiritualism, 
the great essayist in reality, paid it a bigh compliment; 
yet we saw, at the time, that his peculiar and somewhat 


| Seeclenedemerie memererna ean 


se Se 


This is an ph pala Kestede Galle, anil of 
broken fetters; never was there sucha glad and tumul- 
tuous rushing forth of cramped and confined minds into 
the inspiring air of liberty. Yet let us not forget, that 
freedom is. sometimes a dangerous gift. Those who 
have dwelt in spiritual darkness all their lives, should 
rush not too suddenly into the dazzling pleasures of 
day, but purge their purblind eyes in gradual light, 
before treading amid the pitfalls of spiritual experience. 

There are pitfalls, and the most ardent in the cause 
of the new dispensation, are the most liable to fall into 
them. To the man without life, to the mere human 
machine, grinding out the dry bran of existence, the 
living fields present no temptations. Not so to the 
man of sympathies and aspirations, filled with life and 
impulse ;— he must-act, he must love, he must pro- 
gress; atid if he cannot always eee to go right, he will 
often go wrong. Hence the unanswerable charge 
which is frequently made against Spiritualists, of run- 
ning wildly into error and absurdity. This is no dis- 
credit to the cause — it is rather a proof of its vitality. 
Christ himself prayed, “ Lead us not into temptation.” 
The spiritual intelligenees that surround us, the life 
that fills us, the ye Jove that inspires and warms us, 
may lead into” ce _ It is the same power, the 
same spirit of Divine Love, which alone can “ deliver 


us from evil.” —— should not forget this 
prayer: x. 
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Abisiigh' the waval sable lectures have been sus- 
pended during the warm season, yet it is gratifying to 
be able ‘to state that the meetings, both at the Associa- 
tion Rooms in Brattle st. and at Chapman Hall, are 
well sustained. We had the pleasure of being present 
at the former place, on Sunday morning last, and found 
a crowded and highly intelligent auditory assembled. 
The principal speaker for the oceasion was -Dr. A. B. 
Cup of this city. After reading very appropriately, 
the reply of Jesus the Nazarene to the self-righteous 
scribes and pharisees of his day, who complained that 
he associated with “ publieans and sinners,” (in which is 
included that beautiful parable of ‘the prodigal son,”’) 
the Doctor proceeded to refer to a similar complaint 
which is made against modern Spiritualism, He showed 
that its advocates are but living out the divine teachings 
of Jesus, in recognizing as brothers and sisters even the 
fallen and degraded, in taking by the hand the debauchee 
and the prostitute, and endeavoring to bring them under 
the elevating influences of pure spirit-communion. He 
contended that its aim and purpose are one and the same 
with true Christianity, and that its inspiring and ener- 
gizing influences are greatly needed to arouse the pro- 
fessedly Christian world from the death of skepticism, 
materialism and formalism in which it is confessedly 
suuk. He gave utterance to many wholesome and pun- 
gent truths, applicable alike to both ts and 
their religious opposers of every name. bo bemaals 

It was announced that Miss-Sauri would speak in 
the afternoon, under spirit-influence ; ‘but we were un- 
able to’be presents he 
The efforts ofthis ssistion a eopng open th 
rooms for information ‘and javestigation Guring the 
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spiritual 
y, who, when a new and "strange 

“are ready to cry out, wonderful! astonish- 
ing! and concede it to be all that the ‘most assuming’ 
pretenders may affirm: They search ‘not'for themselves, 
but swallow in erade masses, all the nonsense and 
fanaticism that knavery can invent or delusion conjure 
up. A wonderful fact being presented, there is no 
limit to the extravagant deductions that may be 
drawn. A table is moved in some inexplicable man- 
ner ; the cause they at once accept to be spirits, because 
some one says it is. A communication: comes, and 
somebody asserts that it means so or. 80 ;—if means, 
launch off into some absurdity, set aside consider- 
ations of reason, propriety, judgment, and lay your 
individuality on the altar of credulity. “ Well, well 
follow ; this is all so wonderful.” 

There are others who promptly conclude that any- 
thing new or inexplicable, particularly if it huve'a mys- 
terious appearance, is the work of Satan. ‘ It is not 
best to know too much,’ is their language. ‘“ This 
thing looks dark, and it must be of the devil ;—all 
dark things are his.” 

They forget that all is darkness to the blind, and 
that till the films of prejudice be removed, the very sun 
may appear as black as the midnight thunder-cloud. 

To the first-named class we would suggest, you have 
reason and intellect as well as a “ bump of marvellous- 
ness.” You are bound to exercise the former as well 
as the latter,—equally should you give the latter its 
legitimate influence upon the former.” A healthy faith, 
a sane belief, is one in which all the faculties harmon- 
ize ;—it has the elements of spirituality, reason, intel- 
leet, and finally of practicality. A notion that lacks one 
of these is. il . We may be too 
‘credulous as well as too skeptical. The wise man will 
take a just balance between the extremes. 

To those who ascribe such wonderful power to that 
strangely anomalous being, the devil, we would’ hint,— 
perchance you make the same mistake the negro did, and 
pronounce that as the machinutions of the evil one, 
which is at the foundation a beautiful and highly useful 
science. It is the mistake that the opponents of progress 
are prone tomake. The march even of physical improve- 
ment has been often met with the ery of ‘ Heresy ! 
Diabolism !”” 

No; use your wits, Sift these things to the bottom, 
and if you find the arch enemy there, bring him out in 
all bis hideousness. If on the contrary you discover 
food forthe philosopher and the metaphysician, let us 
have it; we cannot be too wise. There is little fear of 


, being “damned by knowing too much.” Truru is a 


poor machine for the devil to catch souls with. x. 
The editor of this paper expects to speak in Portland 

on Sunday, the 24th inst.. Also, to be at the Conven- 

tion at So. Royalton, Vt, on the last days of the month. 


REMARKABLE INSTANCE OF PRESENTIMENT. 
Mr. J. ©, Rogers, a young man engeged on 
this paper as a compositor, came to the office yesterday | pa 
morning, and told the hands that he was unfit for work. 
Being asked what ailed him, be said that he dreamed 
athe dca wae mii his ey in her coffin, 
the dream was so vivid, and bad affected him so 
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| be ; tenant the pone yp pia eit al 
be. arena not break off abruptly into abso- 
s with the 
readers of the . Thave too deep interest 
in its mission, in its noble aim to set forth those highest 
and grandest "teathie' which thie age and the people most 
thoroughly need, and in its complete suecess,—not to” 
express this interest in whatever way lies most open”to’ 
me. And while regretting that I cannot now materially 
add to the substantial support which your paper deserves 
as much as it meeds,—I can truly'say that my brief ser-’ 
vice has been in the deepest sense a ‘* labor of love.” 
And I have at least learned something, in the weekly 
task of conning the often dreary columns of your “ ex- 
changes,”—political, religious and literary,—something 
of the present urgent need of public journals that shall 
be free from the shackles of sect and party,—rrer in 
evéry way to aid the utterance of all truth that comes to 
heal the many wants and woes of humanity. For we 
find each so-called ‘ religious” paper bound down to the 
petty interests of’ the sect that supports it,—regarding 
with jealousy the spread and influence of all views and 
aspirations that transcend its own narrow limitations, 
and quite ready to denounce all formidable heresies 
with such weapons as the civil law allows! Who, that 
looks forward with unutterable longings for the advent 
of the universal Church, the free Spiritual Home for 
Humanity, can draw either comfort or encouragement 
from these shallow sectarian cisterns? In vain we turn 
to them for the “ living water” of celestial wisdom and 
spiritual inspiration. They only scrupulously guard 
and cherish the antique vessels from which earnest souls 
onee quaffed the purifying, invigorating, /ife-imparting 
element. And even these are so straightly bandaged 
and Jabelled, that their antique beauty or fitness is- all 
but hidden from the serutinizing eye. 
Of the political papers, again, as a rte 


‘they serve the highly useful purpose of informing the 


people generally of all that immediately concerns the 
maintenance of our present measure of civil and reli- 
gious liberty,—yet they are necessarily confined to party 
interests, or, at best, to the immediate and pressing ne- 
cessities of our political condition. They open no field 
for the full, free, public discussion of the great princi- 
ples which underlie all these social agitations and convul- 
They are not the journals of either social or spir- 
itual science. They recognize what 7s, not what ought 
to be, and must hereafter be. We do not look to them 
as prophets or harbingers of the coming ages of world- 
embracing Freedom, Harmony and Peace; and should 
be grievously disappointed if we did. And our’ miscel- 
laneous publications, however creditable in a purely lit- 
erary aspect, are rarely baptized into the spirit of thor. 
ough and comprehensive reform. If they while away 
otherwise idle and tedious hours, their end is answered. 

Pardon this somewhat sweeping criticism, dear reader, 
of “the Press” in general. It is written in no cynical 
Spirit, but as the candid, quiet impression produced by 
a few weeks’ diligent observation from that post of hard 
labor—the editor's chair. It is simply posngnising the 
obvious public gap, that our brother Newron’s modest 

paper would very gladly helpto fill. It is the one social 
need that press, ee and ‘public lecture do now but 
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ing and drowned us in tears, while storms and tempests 
beat on us with a pitiless fury, now leaving our man- 
hood tested and tried with the fortitude of heroic en- 
durance. Alas, we may often sigh and feel a solemn, 
leaden, stoical sadness steal over us, while no tear can 
steal to-the eye to open the fount whose emotions may 
be either dry or else buried and shrinking from contact 
with that dread cold world whose blight has fallen on all 
the tenderest hopes of the heart. 

We have no time now to weep, or mourn, or brood 
over the past. The meridian sun is up, and the har- 
vesters fling their blades, all burnished for battle, into 
the waving fields of the world, bidding us be up and fol- 
low on in the great Jabor of our generation; for all is 
passing, passing, and so we shall pass, too, with the un- 
counted throngs who have gone to work in other worlds, 
leaving their earth-garments in the tomb which should 
bury all our sighs and sorrows. But I cannot write 
what is felt’ most and deepest. O, there are moods in 

_which words only mock the meaning of our unfathomed 
- souls! There are seasons in communion with God, na- 
ture, the past, the future, the invisible, when silence 
becomes the most sublime language, and all attempts at 
utterance either strike us dumb or seem to sound like 
» breaking the mute, mysterious harmony of the solemn 
stars that watch on the ramparts of night! And then 
we roll our vision heavenward to hold converse with the 
great dead, and from the vault of eternity we hear spirit- 
voices answering to the deep, unspoken language of our 
interior life. 

In the light of spiritual philosophy all this world 
changes its hues and aspects. Life on earth dwindles 
to a small eentral point, from which, in every direction, 
diverge innumerable lines of light spreading out to in- 
finity. Our little globe hangs like a speck in realms of 
immeasurable space peopled with countless ponderous 
orbs whose shadows might hide a million globes like ours. 
And here we are, swinging on this pendant, whirling 
ball whose light and glory are borrowed from the splen- 
dors of that celestial empire which shall at last ensphere 
all worlds and intelligences. And where hang we our 
hopes, our joys, our dreams, our ideals? If they hang 
on this tiny globe, all are soon swept away by the storms 
that beat, the billows that surge, the lightnings that scat- 
ter and the thunders that roar over the sandy founda- 
tions of this earth-life of ours. Scenes of sensuous 
pleasure, bowers of bliss kissed by the balmiest breezes 
and flowers, palaces of splendor and luxuriance, coffers 
of gold and silver hoarded with hard hearts and hands, 
loftiest summits wreathed with the laurels of victorious 
ambition and whose base is trod by shouting multitudes, 
— yea, all these, with all this material universe, shall 
pass, 

«« Like an unsubstantial pageant faded,” 

and leave nothing save that which is built on the ever- 
lasting bases of God and eternity. With our foothold 
still.on the earth, our hands should reach up into the 
heavens ; so when the earth foundation trembles beneath 

onr feet, and exrth-elements would beat us down, we may 

‘lift ourselves up above all the bustling discords below, 
and hang on angel hands held out to our belp from the 
celestial, and burl.our pendant heels, with exult- 

‘ant spirit, at the world, bidding it whirl on in madness 
till its career shallend, “© ma 

“ And leave not a wreck behind!” 
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in their neighborhood, as he was wont to preach in Gal- 
ilee, two thousand years ago, how much importance 
would HE bave attached to such controversies about dry: 
bones? Would he employ himself with doctrinal 
points? Or would he say to them: 

“ By this shall all men know that ye are my disci- 
ples, if ye love one another.’’ 

In another town, I was acquainted with two worthy 
women, who interchanged many kind offices in times 
of sickness or affliction. Both are sincerely devout, but 
one had been educated a Catholic and the otlier a Cal- 
vinist ; therefore each believed that the other must be 
damned. This conviction troubled them, however, be- 
cause their own hearts were more compassionate than 
the Deity in whom they had been taught to believe. 
Each spoke to me of the other in words to this effect : 

“She is such a kind, oop woman! What a pity it 
is that she cannot be saved! I pray often and earnest- 
ly that she may be converted from the error of her 
ways, and thus be prepared to enter the kingdom.” 

I merely replied: “Your fervent wishes for each 
other’s salvation are an offering more acceptable to God 
than faith in any doctrinal points.’ 

But, in my own mind, I imagined them both entering 
the spiritual world together, each pleading for the other 
with the angels. The Calvinist saying : 

“She was kind and good while on earth. She helped 
the poor, comforted the sick, soothed the afflicted, and 
prayed often. She was educated among Catholics, who 
taught her to pray to the Virgin . 
great sin. Butshe worshipped as well as she knew how, 
and it grieves my heart that she should be punished for 
it through all eternity.” 

The Catholic in her turn, pleading :—‘* This woman 
worshiped God devoutly, but she had the misfortune to 
be brought up among heretics. She never prayed to 
the blessed Virgin, and she ate meat on Friday. These 
were grievous sins ; but she was always good to the poor 
and the suffering. Would that my prayers could avail 
to redeem her from purgatory !” 

I seem to see the angels turn aside to conceal a smile, 
and to hear them answer, with gentle seriousness : 

“ Be not troubled, sisters; the prayers of BOTH were 
heard in heaven, because they were upborne on the 
wings of sincerity and mutual love. All such prayers 
are availing. God does not judge according to the 
ideas of men.?—M/rs. L. M. Childs. 


Tue Hanp raat Saves us.—Two painters were 
employed to fresco the walls of a cathedral. Both stood 
on a rude scaffolding, constructed for the purpose, some 
forty feet from the floor. 

One of them was so intent upon his work that he be- 
came wholly absorbed, and in admiration stood off from 
the picture, gazing at it with intense delight. 

Forgetting where he was, he moved back slowly, sur- 
veying critically the work of his pencil, until he had 
neared the edge of the plank upon which he stood. At 
this critical moment. his companion turned suddenly, 
and, almost paralyzed with horror, beheld his imminent 
peril ; another instant, and the enthusiast would be pre- 
tipitated upon the pavement beneath. If he. spoke to 


him, it was certain death ; if he held his peace, death was 
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“narrow house ” — tears drop upon the grave, but the. 
trusting glance is raised above, where the heavenly spirit 
enters upon a higher, nobler life, and from whence come 
the whispered tones, ‘I will be with you still.” 

- Days pass on —a softened shade is passed over the 
life of each from the thought of the one. whose loving 
ministrations have passed from earth, but they know that 
that love is active yet and watches over the dear ones 
left for a season to work out their appointed tasks, 

Again returns the gloomy winter — nature fades and 
dies, but amidst the general decay springs forth a young, 
fresh life, to bless a home which had long been blessed. 
by HER love, and around the infant and anconscious 
form on spirit-wings come the whispered words, “I am 
with you still |’ 

Pure, sainted spirit! hover around the little child! 
as she bears the name, may she possess the virtues we 
shall see no more on earth. Be with her! — be with 
us ! — Newchurchman. 


De For ann tar Guost Taat mape tie Book 
Sert.—An adventurous bookseller had ventured to 
print a considerable edition of Drelincourt’s Book of 
Consolation against the Fears of Death, translated by 
M. D’Assigny. But, however certain the pr t of 
death, it is not'so agreeable (unfortunately) as to invite 
the eager contemplation of the public, and the book, be- 
ing neglected, lay a dead stock on the hands of the pub- 
lisher. In this emergency he applied to De Foe to assist 
him in rescuing the unfortunate book from the literary 
death to which general neglect seemed about to consign 
it. De Foe’s genius and audacity devised a plan, which 
for assurance and ingenuity, defied even the powers of 
Mr. Puff in the Oritie ; for who bat himself would have 

up 2 ‘ C on we frave to 
body of. divinity ? 
There is a matter-of fact, business-like style in the 
whole account of the transaction, which bespeaks ineffable 
powers of self-possession. The apparition of Mrs. Veal 
is represented as appearing to a Mrs. Bargrave, her in- 
timate friend, as she sat in ber own house in deep con- 
templation of certain distresses of her own. After the 
ghostly visitor had announced herself as prepared for a 
distant journey, her friend and she began to talk in the 
homely style of middle-aged ladies, and Mrs. Veal proses 
concerning the conversations they had formerly held, and 
the books they had read together. Her very recent ex- 
perience probably led Mrs. Veal to talk of death and 
the books written on the subject, and she pronounced, 
ex cathedra, as a dead person was best entitled to do, 
that “* Drelincourt’s book on death was the best book on 
the subject ever written.” She also mentioned Dr. Sher- 
luck, two Dutch books which had been translated, and 
several others; but Drelincourt, she said, had the 
clearest notions of death and the future state of any 
who had handled that subject. She then asked for the 
work, and lectured on it with great eloquence and affee- 
tion. Dr. Kenrick’s Ascetick was also mentioned with 
approbation. by this critical spectre (the Doctor’s work 
was no doubt a tenant of the shelf in some favorite pub- 
lisher’s shop), and Mr. Norris’ poem on Friendship, a 
work which, I doubt, though honored with the ghost’s 
approbation, we may now seek for as vainly as Corelli 
tormented his memory to recover the sonata which the 
devil played to him in a dream. The whole account is 
so distinctly circumstantial, that, were it not for the im- 
possibility, or extreme improbability at least, of such an 
occurrence, the evidence could not but support the story. 
_ The effect was most wonderful. adap 
Death, attested by one who could speak from experience, 
took an unequalled rao. The copies had hung on the 
Bouksdller’s halidp as heavy as a pile of bullets. They 
now traversed the town in every direction, like the same 
balls discharged from a field-piece. In short, the object 
of Mrs, Veal’s apparition was perfectly attained.— 
Scott's Memoir of De Foe. | ia 


, Gananaiier pe | : ¢ 


: oo) sa 


"Hid forever in this life from the eyes of those who | to, 
0 loved her, the earthly remains are 


days; Chicopee Falls, Wednesdays and Thursdays; Springfield, 


“CAuviiy Hart will be in Westfield, Mass., Mondays and Tues- 


and Saturdays, for four weeks from the 14th inst. 

Mrs. M, S. Townsenp will give clairvoyant examinations and. 
sittings if desired by her friends in the towns she is about visit- 
ing. The'sick and suffering may thus receive benefit. = 

Mrs. R. M. HenpERson, Psychometric delineator of character, 
and trance speaker, Newtown, Conn, 

SSE SSS 

LECTURERS NoW IN THE FigLD. The following are the names 
and addresses of the principal public advocates of Spiritualism 
who are now in the field in New England: 

Dr. Joux Maruew, of New York, may be addressed at this 
office. $ 

J. W. H. Toonsy, of New York, late editor of Christian Spir- 
ttualist, may be addressed at Salenr, Mass., Box 219. 

J. J. Locks, of South Reading, (Liberty Grove) Mass. 

Joun M. Spzar, may be addressed-care of Wm. P. Spear, 
15 Franklin St., Boston. 

Miss C. M. Berns, of South Boston, reads lectures written by 
spirit agency. 

Miss A. W. Spgacus, of Piymouth, Vt., Trance Speaker. 


Mrs. M..S. Townsenp (formerly Mrs. Newton), of Bridge- 
water, Vt., Trance Speaker. 

Mrs. H. F. Hunrugy, of Paper Mill Village, N. H., Trance 
Speaker, , 

Mrs. R. M. Henperson, Trance Speaker, Newtown, Conn. 


Mrs. Joun Purrer, Trance Speaker, No. Hanson, Mass. (Mrs. 
Puffer also examines and prescribes for disease.) 
Austin E. Srommons, of Woodstock, Vt., Trance Speaker. 

Aten Putnam, Esq., of Roxbury, Mass, will receive appli- 
cations to repeat his lectures on Mesmerism, Spiritualism and 
Witchcraft. 

N.S. Greenear, Haverhill, Mass., Trance Speaker. 

Grsson Smita, South Shaftsbury, Vt. 


S.C. Hewrrt, formerly editor of the New Era, lectures on 
Spiritualism as a Science, as clearly proved as chemistry, or any 


——— ’ 
bracing as may be demanded in any locality, much or little of the 
wide range of earnest thought and vital truth which this vast and 
important subject affords. He may be addressed at 15 Franklin 
st,, Boston, Mass. 

Let it be understood that in announcing these names, we make 
no endorsement of the teachings of these several speakers. 
Those who speak in the normal state are expected to present 
their individual views of truth, each in his or her own way; 
while those who are used as instruments for disembodied iut lli- 
gences do not themselves undertake to be responsible for what is 
spoken, Truth must bear her own credentials. 


MEBEINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. 
Cuapman HALL,—NeW ARRANGEMENT. Meet- 


ings will be heldin this Hall, Chapman place, leading from 
School street, on Sundays, at 3 and 74 P. M., for the inwestiga- 
tion and discussion of Spiritualism, and all the great questions 
which pertain tothe happiness of man, present and future.— 
The meeting will be conducted by the subscriber, who will invite 
speakers to take part in the discussions. Persons from abroad, 
and friends knowing of suitable persons who will speak, will 
please give their address to the Chairman, Admission fee, 4 
cents. Circles for Development, &c. in the morning at 10 o'clock. 
Admission to the circles, 5 cents, as usual. 

The subject for consideration next Sunday afternoon will be 
the question, s 

Has Chattel Slavery been a necessity in the course of man’s 
progression ? 

P. I. BuAcKER. 

Megztincs in Bratrie Street, No. 15, at the Hall of the 
‘* Spiritual Association,” on Sundays, morning and afternvon. 
Speaking usually by entranced mediums—exercises expected to 
be of areligious character. Admission free. Rooms open at all 
times during the week for information respecting Spiritualism, 
interviews, with mediums, sale of books and papers, etc. 

Mesrines in Cuetsza,on Sundays, morning and evening, 
at Guild’s Hall, corner of Hawthorn and Bellingham streets. 
D. F. Gopparp, regular speaker. Seats free. 

On and after September first my terms for examination will be 
$5.00 when present, $8.00 for locks of hair, all subsequent ex- 
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Sunday in September. 
Manchester, N. H., eare of Joel Page, will be promptly attended 
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snd teaching. Hours from9 to 11 A. M., 2to 4) at * 
sittings $1.00 each person. Public 50 cents each person. 
A daughter who is a discerner of spirits will give attention. 


IN W. 2, MASS U , mm < 
Mrs. Almeda Dexter, Healing Medium, notice that she will 
be at her brother's, in Ware, Mass., three days pga Tuesdays, 
Cet eee ing cases of disease. 
examination and prescriptions when the patient present, 

60 cts. ; by letter, $1.00 id 
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General Advertisements, 


DR. ABBOTT'S MEDICINES. 

Our Cyorera Corprar can be depended on to cure Chole: 
Cholera Morbus, Dysentery —has been in constant use since the 
Cholera Season of 1832. “Praca Corptar will cure debility, 
faintness at the stomach, and is an excellent Tonie Cordial. 
Our Panacea will cuce Coughs, Cold, and Asthma. The CANKER 
Conpta wiil cure the Canker in the Mouth and Stomach and 
Canker Humors in the Blood.—FemMare Resrorative—For 
Female Debility: 

P.S. Spiritual and Mesmeric Prescriptions put up with are. 

J. & bess. F, Anport, 214 Hanover st. 


eerie sila amie 
OAL = - Rear: Allen Putnam & Co., of Roxbury 
near the ton line, on Northampton st ki 
hand an assortment of COAL, WOOD and BARK, which Mitt be. delisered 
in Roxbury or Boston at the fair market price. Approved orders at the 
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B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST NO, 
By Ag vey NO. 16 TREMONT 


EALING INFIRMARY. Docror Barron cures Can- 
cers and Cancerous Humors, without the use of the knife or torturing 
with caustic, ard with but little pain and inconvenience to patients, by ap- 
plying a cerate which has a chemical action, destroying the vitality of the 
cancers, causing a separation between the cancer and the surroun: ling tis- 
Sues, and an opening of the integuments over it, so that in a few days the 
tumor will escape, root and branch, The opening in the flesh thus made 
heals 1 p in a short time, soundly, leaving no traces of the Vancer behind, 
10 cases have been cured by this process. The Doctor continues to 
attend to Scrofula, Erysipelas. and a'] cnses, in which he has had t suc- 
cess for the last twelve years. Clairvoyant examinations attended to as 
formerly. Call and satisfy yourselves of the unremitting effort and deter- 

mination of the Doctor to conquer and subdue disease in fellow man. 

REUBEN BARRON, Botanic and Clairvoyant Physician 
18—8m Palmer, Mass. 


HENNIEER SPRING WATER. Persons wishing to 


obtain Water from the celebrated Spring at West Henniker, y. HH. 
oa chr ome i who for this sum will forwaid 1 Bbl. of ‘Water ac: 
18—3w 


’ oP 
cording to directions. 


ENTISTRY. Dr. N. H. SWAIN, i 
Ohio. Satisfaction guaranteed in all cases, pps ee 


sk ape PAINTING. This beautiful and useful art 
may be acquired in from six to eight lessons, b: 

ordinary artistic ability. Those porate of entering pte Ye this = 
pose, are invited to call at No. 15 Brattle Street, (the Spirit-Rooms), exem- 
ue specimens, ascertain temus, and make the necessary arra’ ents for 


learning the art. 7 er 
Boston, June 28, 1856, MRS. 8. C. HEWITT, Teacher. 


TEPHEN CUTTER, HEALING MEDIUM, (formerly 


of Woburn), may be found at No. 48 Central Street, Lowell. 10—9t 


TTENNY & COMPANY, dealers in Carpetings, of every 


variety of Fabrice and lity. 
Pls a Trg erie on Quality, Hall over Maine Railroad Depot, 


SEE a eee oe Se eee 
Nex eee NE STORE. ‘The subsertber has located 
at re No. Washington street, f LECT. 
BOTANIC Medicines, Roots, therbe, Barks, tear Wee ke Pun 
NAM’S ERADICATIVE, for Scrofula and all impurities of the blood. Pre- 
scriptions caretully prepared and put up. Examinations by one of the best 


healing mediums. 
FRANKLIN PUTN. 
9—3m No, 368 Washington nN 


N ILINERY AND DRESS-MAKING.—Mnrs, A, J. Ken- 
1soN, No. 262 Washington Street, Boston. itt 


ASX ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. Healing by 
layiog onof hands, CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has opened 
an Asylum for the Afflicted, at No. 98 Pheasant Srrzzr, corner of 
Gout Deion, sine heis peopered to accommodate patients desiring treat- 
ment ive TOCeSS, lerate terms. 

i ad Patients deariag board should 


Tas REMEDIES OF NATURE. Wm. E. Rice, Clair- 
2 voyant Medium for Medical and thorough 


” examinations wiil 
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Are his words but vain relations, 
When they move thine inmost soul ? 

*T is the germ of God within us, — 
Inspiration’s fount doth stir ; 

He will quench the thirst he brings us ; 
God ’s his own interpreter. 


‘¢ What though clouds obscure thy morning, 
Clouds can never stay the sun ; 

Onward press ! another dawning 
May behold the victory won. 

These are all thy childhood’s lessons, 
And in kindness to thee given ; 

All thy seeming woes are blessings, 
Earth-disguised, but drops from ‘heaven. 


« God, thy Father, knows thy weakness, 
And he leaves thee not alone; 

Angel friends on wings of fleetness, 
Guard thy footsteps every one. 

Life ’s a school ; in its seclusion 
We prepare for higher states ; 

Death unbars the institution 
Which receives its graduates. 


“ Then as up the spiral pathway 
Thou attain’st each new degree, 

Tells thy heart engraven passport, 
Iflearned weil thy A BC. 

Trust in God, freely and fully, 
Be thy sunshine dim or clear ; 

All is right ! none trust Him wholly, 
Who encourage doubt or fear !” 


A CHILD’S DEPARTURE. 
BY W. A. FOGG. 


On a lowly couch in a quiet room, 
Which was filled with the summer’s rich perfume, 


hose wasted form, though fair, 
Told plainly that euler disease was there. 


His mother anxiously o’er him bent, 
Watching the shades as they came and went 
Over his countenance ; but while 

She watched, there came a placid smile, 
And, opening his eyes, he gazed around 
The darkened room, where nota sound 

Its awful, gloomy stillness broke, 

Till thus the little sufferer spoke : 


“Qh, mother ! see those beautiful forms 
That by my bedside stand, 

And gently and peacefully smile on me, 
And clasp my cold, cold hand ; 

And, mother, see those crystal walls, 
And those pearly gates unfold, . 

And the pretty beings treading there 
O’er streets of the purest gold. 

See, sister Fannie is with them there, 
Though a year ago she died,— 

Oh ! little Charlie is with them too, 
Whom we laid to rest by her side. 

And they each have a little harp-that shines 
As bright as the summer’s sun,— 

See! now they are gazing sweetly on me, 
Now towards my couch they come ; 

Now all are striking their beautiful harps, 
And singing a joyful strain, 

Which is caught by those in the golden streets, 
And echoed back again ; 

And Fannie and Charlie and all have wings 
As white as the driven snow, 

And they ’re calling me away, away— 
My mother dear—I—go.” 


A start, a smile, and a half-drawn, breath, 
And the young child lay in the arms of death. 


“-ZSCHOKKE'S INTUITIVE POWER. 
_ Zschokke, the German writer and teacher, is a pecu- 
aegreree merece witness. What he 
siiens 0 PNA e regard oe 


with some 'p tedigee a ¥ 


‘Lord Jesus 
pants bagvoph 
dren walked with delat ps a in the fields 
of Paradise. Good old man! In behalf of humanity, 
I thank thee for these benignant words! And still 
more than I, the bereaved mother thanked thee. 

After the sermon, Paul Flemming walked forth alone 
into the churchyard. There was no one there, save a 
little boy, who was fishing with a pin-hook in a grave 
half full of water. But a few moments afterward, 
throngh the arched gateway under the belfry, came a 
faneral procession. At its head walked a priest in 
white surplice, chanting. Peasants, old and young, 
followed him, with burning tapers in their hands. A 
young girl carried in her arms a dead child, wrapped in 
its little winding-sheet. The grave was close under the 
wall, by the church door. A vase of holy water stood 
beside it. The sexton took the child from the 
girl’s arms, and put it into a coffin; and, as he placed it 
in the grave, the girl held over it a cross wreathed with 
roses, and the priest and peasants sang a funeral hymn. 
When this was over, the priest sprinkled the grave and 
the crowd with holy water; and then they all went into 
the church, each one stopping, as he passed the grave, 
to throw a handful of earth into it, and sprinkle it with 
the hissop. 

A few moments afterwards, the voice of the priest 
was heard saying mass in the church, and Flemming 
saw the toothless old sexton treading, with his clouted 
shoes, the fresh earth into the grave of the little child. 
He approached him, and asked the age of the deceased. 
The sexton leaned a moment on bis spade, and, shrug- 
ging his shoulders, replied, 

“Only an hour or two. It was born in the night, 
and died this morning early.” 

*« A brief existence,” said Flemming. 
seems to have been borrr only to~be 
name recorded on a wooden tomb-stone.” 

The sexton went on with his work, and made no re- 
ply. Flemming still lingered among the graves, gazing 
with wonder at the strange devices by which man has 
rendered death horrible and the grave loathsome. 

In the temple of Juno at Alis, Sleep and his twin 
brother, Death, were represented as children reposing 
in the arms of Night. On various funeral monuments 
of the ancients the Genius of Death is seulptured as a 
beautiful youth, leaning on an inverted toreh, in the at- 
titude of repose, his wings folded and his 
In such peaceful and attractive forms did the: 
tion of ancient poets and sculptors represent death. 
And these men were men in whose souls the religion of 
Nature was like the light of stars, beautiful, but faint 
and cold! Strange, that in later days this angel of 
God, which leads us with a gentle hand into the “land 
of the great departed, into the silent land,” should 
have been transformed into a monstrous and terrific 
thing! Such is the spectral rider on the white horse ; 
such the ghastly skeleton with scythe and hour-glass ; 
the Reaper, whose name is Death! 

One of the most popular themes of poetry and paint- 
ing in the Middle Ages, and continuing down even into 
modern times, was the Dance of Death. In almost all 
languages is it written,—the apparition of the grim 
spectre, putting a sudden stop to all business, and lead- 
ing men away into the “‘ remarkable retirement ” of the 
grave. It is written a cians gy iad 
painted on a wooden bridge in Suipdant, 


“ The child 


vat | . 


. ; ’ : 
in tholbands ‘of Pate, which we ‘ouréelves do imike-or® R 


mar. He resolved henceforward not to lean on others ;" / 


but to walk selfeonfident and self-possessed ; no longer 
to waste his years in vain regrets, nor wait the fulfil- 
ment of boundless hopes and indisereet desires; but to 
live in the Present wisely, alike forgetful of the Past, 
and careless of what the mysterious Futare might bring. 
And from that moment he was calm and strong ; he was 
reconciled with himself. His thoughts turned to his dis- 
tant home beyond the sea. An indescribable sweet 
feeling rose within him. 

“ Thither will I turn my wandering footsteps,” 
he, “and be a manamong men, and no longer a dreamer 
among shadows. Henceforth be mine a life of action 
and reality! I will work in my own sphere, nor wish 
it other than itis. This alone is health and happiness. 
This alone is Life, — 


* Life that shall send 
A challenge to its end, 
And when it comes, say, Welcome, friend!’ 


Why have I not made these sage reflections, this wise 
resolve, sooner? Can such a simple result spring only 
from the long and intricate process of experience ? 
Alas ! it is not till time, with reckless -hand, has torn 
out half the leaves from the Book of Human Life, to light | 
the fires of passion with, from day to day, that man be- 
gins to see that the leayes which remain are few in num- 
ber, and to remember, faintly at first, and then more 
clearly, that upon the earlier pages of that book was 
written a story of happy innocence, which he would 
fain read over again. ‘Then comes listless irresolution, 
and the inevitable inaction of despair ; or else the firm 
resolye to record upon the leaves that still remain, a 
more noble history than the child’s story with which the 
book began.” 


A Sweer Saake sweet voice is indispensable 


to a woman; I do not think I can describe it. It can 
be and sometimes is cultivated. It is not inconsistent 
with great vivacity, but is often the gift of the gentle 
and unobtrusive. Loudness or rapidity is incompati- 
ble with it. It is low but not guttural, deliberate but 
not slow. Every syllable is distinctly heard, but they 
follow each other like drops from a fountain. It is like 
the cooing of a dove, not shrill, nor even clear, but 
uttered with that subdued and touching readiness, which 
every voice assumes in moments of deep feeling or ten- 
derness. It isa glorious gift in woman—I should be 1 
won by it more than beauty—-more even than by tal- 
ent, were it possible to separate them. But I never 
heard a deep, sweet voice from a weak woman. It is 
the organ of strong feeling and of thoughts which have 
lain in the bosom, till their sacredness almost hushes ut- 
terance.— Willis. 


MEDIUMS IN FORMER TIMES. 
Hallerau, of Vienna, was constantly accompanied by 
his familiar genius; he saw him and conversed with 
him. When he had reached his sixtieth year, it seemed 
that his genins wished to quit him. There were after- 
ward only certain days in the month, ‘when he had the 


good fortune to see him. ) 
I knew at Gersbach, near Durlach, in the Grand 


death of the physical body. 

IL, That the disembodied can and ao aeinitiatn agiting 
with those still in the ‘flesh. 

IV. That incalculable good may be aetived from such com- 
munion, wisely used. 

‘These propositions embrace what is popularly denominated 
Modern Spiritualism, and the questions involved in, and growing 
out of them, are becoming THE QUESTIONS OF THE AGE—than 
which none csr: or important were ever raised among 
men. 

Correspondents are cordially invited to contribute facts bearing 
on the question of spirit-existence and agency, and thoughts or 

stiggestions, whether their own or from the Higher Life, calcu- 
lated to throw “more light” on the great problems of Human 
Life, Duty, and Destiny. Those who write ina kindly, trwth- 
seeking, rather than dogmatic spirit, free from censoriousness 
and needless harshness, with a due appreciation of the value of 
the Past, notwithstanding its errors, will. be most welcome to a 
place in our columns. 
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